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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS 



A Ynethod for controlling an audio conference, 
^\ comprising: 

establishing an audio conference between a plurality 
5 of devices ; 

determining that audio content of media from a 
particular device is undesirable; and 

disabling! the media from the particular device to 
terminate communication of the media from the particular 
10 device to the other devices in the audio conference. 
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2. The method of Claim 1, wherein the media from 
the particular I device comprises audio generated as a 
result of the particular, device placing on hold a call 
associated with tthe audio conference. 

The menhod of Claim 1, wherein the particular 
dev l i-e£ comprises \ a private branch exchange servicing a 
phone used by A conference participant, the private 
branch exchange operable to communicate audio when the 
conference participant places on hold a call associated 
with the audio conference. 




& 



4/ The method of Claim 1, wherein the audio 

conference comprises a meet-me conference and further 

comprising mixing \ media from the devices using a 
conference bridge. 
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The 



conf erence 



: ng 



5 . 

audio 

receiv 
mixing 
plurality of 
communi 



method of Claim 1, wherein establishing an 
comprises : 
media from the devices; 
media from the devices to generate a 
mixed signals; 

:ating mixed signals to the devices. 



6. Th4 method of Claim 1, wherein determining 
comprises : 

10 communicjating a plurality of selectively mixed 

a conference administrator device for 
ach selectively mixed signal excluding media 
from at least! one of the devices; and 

receiving a command from the conference 
15 administrator jdevice to disable media from the particular 
device . 



signals to 
monitoring, 
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7. The Imethod of Claim 6, wherein the command 
comprises an inband dual tone multif requency signal, a 
spoken commanql, or an out -of -band signal from an 



administrative 



Link . 
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8, The method of Claim 6, wherein the selectively 
mixed signals exclude media from devices having the 
highest average power measurement * 
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9. Thq method of Claim 1, wherein determining 
comprises 

communickting a s plurality of single source signals 
to a conference administrator device for monitoring, each 
single source pignal generated by one of the devices; and 
receiving \ a command from the conference 
administrator device to disable media from the particular 
device . 

10 10. The ntethod of Claim 9, wherein the single 

source signals Icomprise media from devices having the 
highest average g>ower measurement, 

\ 11. The method of Claim 1, wherein determining 

15 comprises identifying power characteristics of media 
associated with the particular device as indicating a 
recorded audio segment or broadcast radio, 
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12. The method of Claim 1, further comprising: 
communicating \ a recorded prompt to the particular 

device, the recorded prompt inviting the particular 
device to rejoin the audio conference; and 

receiving a command to rejoin the audio conference 
from the particular [device . 

13. The method of Claim 12, wherein the command 
comprises an inbandl dual tone multif requency signal, a 
spoken command, oi\ an out -of -band signal from an 
administrative link . 
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14. The! method of Claim 1, further comprising 
enabling media from the particular device to resume 
communication! of media from the particular device to the 
other devices! in the audio conference. 
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. A conference bridge, comprising: 
a plurality of ports to communicate media with a 
plurality of devices in an audio conference; and 

a media controller operable to determine that audio 
content of medila from a particular device is undesirable, 
the media controller further operable to disable media 
from the particular device to terminate communication of 
the media from the particular device to the other devices 
in the audio conference . 

16* The conference bridge of Claim 15, further 
comprising a media processor operable to: 
receive media from the devices; 

mix media from the devices to generate a plurality 
of mixed signals; and 

communicate mixed signals to the devices. 



^ 17. The conference bridge of Claim ■ 15, further 

comprising a gateway coupled to a selected device in the 
20 audio conference usfng a circuit-switched network, the 
gateway operable t\o communicate media between the 
conference bridge and\ the circuit -switched network 
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18. The conference bridge of Claim 15, wherein: 

the ports comprise virtual ports; and 

the *media comprise© packets of audio information, 
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19. The conference, bridge of Claim 15, wherein the 
media from the particular device comprises audio 
generated as a result of the particular device placing on 
hold a call associated with the audio conference. 
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conference bridge of Claim 15, wherein the 
ice ' comprises a private branch exchange 
servicing a phfone used by a conference participant, the 
private branch! exchange operable to communicate audio 
when the conference participant places on hold a call 
associated with Ithe audio conference. 



21. The conference bridge of Claim 15, wherein: 
the conference bridge communicates a recorded prompt 
10 to the particular device, the recorded prompt inviting 

the particular device to rejoin the audio conference; and 
the media controller receives a command to rejoin 

the audio conference from the particular device, 

15 r 22/ The conference bridge of Claim 15, further 

v. \ 

comprising a memory operable to store a plurality of 
conf erence eritrifesy-- each',., conference entry identifying the 
devices in the audao conference, a power measurement for 
each device, and\ a disable status of each device 
2 0 indicating whether tnedia from the device is disabled. 



25 



23.' The conference bridge of Claim 15, further 
comprising enabling 1 media from the particular device to 
resume communication of media from the particular device 
to the other devices! in the audio conference. 
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embodied 



Conference control software 
computer readable media and operable to: 

establish alp. audio conference between a plurality of 
devices; 

determine that audio content of media from a 
particular device lis undesirable; and 

disable the \media from the particular device to 
terminate communication of the media from the particular 
device to the other devices in the audio conference. 

25. The conference control software of Claim 24, 



15 



wherein the media 
audio generated a 
placing on hold 
conference . 



from the particular device comprises 
a result of the particular device 
a call associated with the audio 
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^ 26. The conference control software of Claim 24, 
wherein the particular device comprises a private branch 
exchange servicing 1 a phone used by a conference 
participant, the private branch exchange operable to 
communicate audio when the conference participant places 
on hold a call associated with the audio conference. 



27. The conference control software of Claim 24, 
25 wherein the audio \ conference comprises a meet-me 
conference and furtheii comprising mixing media from the 
devices using a conference bridge. 
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28. The Conference control software of Claim 24, 
wherein establishing an audio conference comprises: 

receiving media from the devices; 

mixing media from the devices to generate a 
5 plurality of mixed signals; 

communicating mixed signals to the devices. 

29. The conference control software of Claim 24, 
wherein determining comprises: 

10 communicating! a plurality of selectively mixed 

signals to a conference administrator device for 
monitoring, each selectively mixed signal excluding media 
from at least one qf the devices; and 

receiving a\ command from the conference 
15 administrator devic^ to disable media from the particular 
device . 



20 



30. The conference control software of Claim 29, 
wherein the command comprises an inband dual tone 
multif requency signal, a spoken command, or an out-of- 
band signal from an administrative link. 



31... * The conference control software of Claim 29, 
wherein the selectively' mixed signals exclude media from 
25 devices having the highest average power measurement. 
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32. The conference control software of Claim 24, 
wherein determining comprises : 

communicating a plurality of single source signals 
to a conference administrator device for monitoring, each 
single source signal generated by one of the devices; and 
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receiving a command from the conference 

administrator\ device to disable media from the particular 
device . 



5 33. The Iconference control software of Claim 32, 

V ^wherein the single source signals comprise media from 
devices having the highest average power measurement. 

■ 34. The conference control software of Claim 24, 

10 wherein determining comprises identifying power 
characteristics pf media associated with the particular 
device as indicating a recorded audio segment or 
broadcast radio, 

15 35. The conference control software of Claim 24, 

further comprising 

communicating a recorded prompt to the particular 

device, the recorded prompt inviting the particular 

device to rejoin tpe audio conference; and 
2 0 receiving a command to rejoin the audio conference 

from the particular! device. 

36. The conference control software of Claim 24, 

further comprising \enabling media from the particular 

25 device to resume \communication of media from the 

particular device tc\ the other devices in the audio 
conference . 



10 
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A conference bridge, comprising: 
means fqr establishing an audio conference between a 
plurality of fievices; 

means fo\: determining that audio content of media 
from a particular device is undesirable; and 

means fod disabling the media from the particular 
device to terminate communication of the media from the 
particular devp.ce to the other devices in the audio 
conference - 



{3 8 



The conference bridge of Claim 37, wherein the 
particular devicie comprises a private branch exchange 
servicing a phone used by a conference participant, the 
private branch Exchange operable to communicate audio 
when the conference participant places on hold a call 
associated with the audio conference. 



39. The conference bridge of Claim 37, wherein the 
means for establishing an audio conference comprises: 
2 0 means for receiving media from the devices; 

means for mixing media from the devices to generate 
a plurality of mixed signals; 

means for ccinamunicating mixed signals to the 
I devices . 
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conference bridge of Claim 37, wherein 
means for determining comprises : 

means for communicating a plurality of selectively 
to a conference administrator device for 
:h selectively mixed signal excluding media 
from at least <bne of the devices; and 

means fori receiving a command from the conference 



mixed signals 
monitoring, ea 



administrator 
device - 



evice to disable media from the particular 



conference bridge of Claim 37, further 



device, the r 



41. The 
comprising : 

communicatllng a recorded prompt to the particular 
recorded prompt inviting the particular 
device to rejoii\. the audio conference; and 

receiving 4 command to rejoin the audio conference 
from the particular device. 



/ 
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A2<T A method for participating in an audio 
conference, comprising : 

communicating! media to a remote location; 
receiving mixled signals from the remote location, 
the mixed signals Icomprising media from a plurality of 
devices in an audioi conference; 

terminating participation in the audio conference; 
receiving a recorded prompt to rejoin the audio 
conference; and 

communicating al command to the remote location to 
rejoin the audio conference 



43. The method \ of Claim 42, wherein terminating 
participation comprise 
15 placing on hold \a call associated with the audio 

conference; and 

communicating audit) to the remote location, 



44 ^ The method o 
2 0 communicating audio is 
exchange servicing a 
participant . 



Claim 42, wherein the step of 
performed by a private branch 
phone used by a conference 



45,. The method oE Claim 42, wherein, the audio 
25 conference comprises a meet -me conference. 

I 
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A method for remotely managing an audio 
conference throujgh control of a conference bridge, 
comprising 

participating in an audio conference established by 
a conference bridge; 

monitoring madia from a plurality of devices in the 
audio conference \ to identify audio content from a 
particular device that is undesirable; and 

communicating a command to the conference bridge to 
10 terminate communication of the media from the particular 
device to the other devices in the audio conference. 

47. The method of Claim 46, wherein the command 
comprises an inband dual tone multif requency signal, a 
15 spoken command, or I an out-of-band signal communicated 
using an administrative link. 

: 48. The method of Claim 46, wherein the particular 
device comprises a private branch exchange servicing a 
2 0 phone used by a conference participant, the private 
branch exchange operable to communicate audio when the 
conference participant\places on hold a call associated 
with the audio conferenc 
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49. Th^ method of Claim 46, wherein monitoring 
comprises : 

receiving^ a plurality of selectively mixed signals, 
each mixed sigpal excluding media from at least one of 
the devices; 

outputtingl the selectively mixed signals to a 
conference administrator; and 

receiving al selection of a desired mixed signal from 
the conference administrator, the desired mixed signal 
excluding media fprom the particular device. 



15 



20 



50 



The method of Claim 49, wherein the selectively 
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mixed- signals exclude media from devices having the 
highest average po^er measurement . 

51. The method of Claim 46, wherein monitoring 
comprises : 

receiving a pliirality of single source signals, each 
single source signal \ generated by one of the devices; 

outputting the jingle source signals to a conference 
administrator; and 

receiving a selection of an offending single source 
signal from the conference administrator, the offending 
single source signal comprises media from the particular 
device . 



'52. The method c\f Claim 51, wherein the single 
source signals comprise media from devices having the 
highest average power measurement . 
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